2.1.2. Historic background

Statistics on the operations of psychiatric hospitals (or, as the institutions once were called, insane asylums) have been published since 1872. Statistics on general (somatic) hospitals and institutions have been published since 1963. From 1972 and on statistics concerning accounts from institutions in Specialist health service have been published. Statistics regarding ambulance service have been collected since 1987. The same is the case when it comes to statistics on specialists with operating agreements. In the next section you will find a survey of central events concerning health statistics in Norway.

1872: Statistics on the operations of psychiatric hospitals are published annually from this year on. 

1930: Statistics Norway takes over the responsibility for statistics on operations of psychiatric hospitals.  
1936: Information about the operations of psychiatric nursing homes is incorporated in the statistics. 

1954: Since 1954 the Directorate of Health has collected statistics on figures from small psychiatric institutions, this is integrated in the asylum statistics. 

1960: The number of beds and patients in other psychiatric institutions isolation wards, observation wards, psychiatric clinics and nerve sanatoriums, rest and treatment homes for nervous people and psychiatric wards for children) are included in the psychiatry statistics. 
1963: Statistics on general (somatic) hospitals and institutions have been published annually since this year by Statistics Norway. Among other things, the statistics includes information on the number of beds, the number of patients in relation to number of beds, information on the number of bed-days, outpatient treatments and man-labour years. This is published on institutional level, except from data on outpatient treatments and man-labour years. 

1971: Officially approved general nursing homes and approved nursing home wards in combined age- and nursing homes are included in the statistics. Previously, the statistics included general hospitals, clinics, hospital wards, tuberculosis institutions and other specialist hospitals and delivery clinics and wards. Some of the nursing homes were included in the statistics as well

1972: Accounts from institutions within the specialist health service have been published annually since 1972. 
1977: Psychiatry statistics are coordinated, and collected data from various types of institutions can be compared from now on. Publishing of systematic surveys over personnel in psychiatric institutions begins. 

1980: Personnel are divided in full-time employees and part-time employees, and the number of part-time positions is converted into full-time positions. Time series regarding personnel are published from 1980 and on. Up to the 1980 statistical year information on patients in psychiatric institutions was collected. 

1985: Due to changes in the law in 1985, the responsibility for the ambulance service were assigned to the counties. Starting in 1987, the first collection of ambulance statistics was made. The statistics included ambulances and ambulance boats, ownership, stationary information and crew. In addition, information about the number of ambulance tasks and driving length were reported. 

1986: Information on the number of beds, the number of patients in relation to number of beds and information on the number of bed-days are from now on published on county or institutional level, or on a combination of these levels.

1987: In accordance with demands from the health authorities, collection of statistics from specialists with operating agreements began in 1987. The statistics cover the number of operating agreements at the end of the year, distributed on the various specialities and agreed working hours between the county and the specialists. In addition information are collected about which subsidy classes the specialist's agreements are placed in. 

1988: Starting this year, data on outpatient consultations are included in the statistics. 

1989: Until 1988 accounts for psychiatric departments in general hospitals were incorporated in the data from the hospital. From 1989, this information is separated from the general hospitals, and is included in statistics on psychiatric activity. 

1990: Time series in the Patient statistics are normally published from this year. 

1992: This year the use of statistics based on register over the number of hospital-stays leads to the end of the scheme collection of data about patients at general hospitals. Responsibility for the nursing homes is passed on to the counties, and these enter into the Nursing and care statistics.

1995: Private hospitals not attached to a public health plan are from this year on included in the statistics. These are commercial hospitals and hospitals run by ideal organizations. 

2000: From the statistical year 2000 the Norwegian Patient Register is in charge of collecting data on the patients in psychiatric institutions. This statistics is in a construction phase. However, it is expected that within a few years statistics will be available, the plan being to incorporate this into the statistics of Statistics Norway. From this year onwards, private convalescence and rehabilitation institutions are included in the somatic statistics. 

2001: From this year onwards, all reporting is done through KOSTRA. KOSTRA is based on electronic reporting. The publishing through KOSTRA is largely based on the coupling of data from various sources, e.g. data on accounts, data on service- and personnel and data on the population. 

2004: The collection of data from all institutions is based on an online-connection through the Internet. For the first time data concerning specialised substance abuse institutions and air-borne ambulance-services are included in the statistics.
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