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"The United Kingdom Department for Work and Pensions (DWP) have developed Genesis, a flexible generic, and as far as we know unique tool for generating Dynamic Microsimulation Models. Genesis was originally developed to provide the architecture for PENSIM2 (a pensioner incomes model maintained and used by DWP) but is now a stand alone product that allows rapid, modular construction of models that would otherwise not be cost effective to independently develop. It has recently been used to create new caseload and expenditure forecasting models for State Retirement Pension and Incapacity Benefit. 

This paper outlines the features and benefits of using Genesis to develop Dynamic Microsimulation Models and uses the recently completed Incapacity Benefit forecasting model as a practical example of the development process. It also considers the practical issues of introducing a completely new type of model to the forecasting process." 
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