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8.6. … but far fewer think their 
home is too small

The fact that the perception of overcrow-
ding varies between cultures and com-
munities is clearly illustrated in fi gure 8.2. 
When asked whether their home is the 
right size, too small or too large, 18 per 
cent of the population as a whole state 
that it is too small. This is 6 percentage 
points higher than the results yielded by 
the objective criteria for overcrowding. By 
contrast, only 23 per cent of immigrants 
and persons born in Norway to immigrant 
parents on average think their home is too 
small. This share is 22 percentage points 
lower than the share that live in cramped 
conditions according to the objective 
criteria. 

8.7. Religion and integration
The Norwegian Constitution states that all 
inhabitants shall have the right to freely 
practise their religion. However, The 
Evangelical-Lutheran religion is the offi  cial 
religion of the State. Although many of the 
respondents in the living conditions survey 
among immigrants have a religion other 
than the state religion, the majority states 
that it easy or very easy to practise their 
religion in Norway. Among the ten immi-
grant groups covered in this survey more 
than 6 out of 10 were raised as Muslims. 

Religion and religious practice are topics 
that usually belong to the private sphere, 
in the sense that individuals are free to 
believe in what they choose. The fact 
that immigrants have diff erent religious 
convictions than the majority population 
may pose a challenge for the authorities 
and for the people belonging to a religious 
minority. With an increase in diversity and 
membership of religious communities out-
side the Church of Norway (see textbox), 
the «neutral state» can be challenged. In 
Norway, implementation of the obligatory 
school subject «Christian education, 

Membership of religious communi-
ties outside the Church of Norway 
on the rise
Increased immigration over the last 30 years 
is one of the reasons for the rise in the num-
ber of members of alternative religious and 
life-stance communities outside the Church 
of Norway. In 1971, approx. 100 000 people 
were members of religious and life-stance 
communities other than the Church of Nor-
way, whereas at the beginning of 2006 al-
most 400 0000 people, or roughly 8 per cent 
of the population, stated they were not a 
member of the Church of Norway. Christian 
congregations outside the Church of Norway 
had a total of 216 100 members and consti-
tute 56 per cent of all the members of alter-
native religious and life-stance communities. 
The largest is the Roman Catholic Church 
with more than 45 000 members, followed 
by Pentecostal congregations with almost 
40 000 members. Islam is the religious com-
munity that has seen the greatest growth. In 
1971, there was almost no one registered in 
Muslim religious communities, but in 2006 
they had almost 72 000 members – almost 
19 per cent of all the people registered. The 
Norwegian Humanist Association was the 
largest life-stance community by some 20 
per cent, with 77 200 members. 

Members of religious and life-stance communi-
ties outside the Church of Norway 2006

Christianity
   56,4%

  Life
stance
  20,1%

Islam 18,8%

Source: Religious and Life Stance Communities outside the
Church of Norway 2006, Statistics Norway.

Buddhism 2,6%
Hinduism 1,0%

Sikhism 0,6% Bahài 0,3%
Judaism 0,2%
Other religions 0,1%
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religion and lifestyle» (KRL) in primary 
and lower secondary schools and the 
debate surrounding the right to wear 
religious headwear are manifestations of 
the fact that religious minorities and philo-
sophical communities feel their freedom of 
faith is being compromised.

Since the terrorist attacks in New York, 
Madrid and London, religion and religious 
practice have been the subject of much 
debate. The authorities and the general 
public in many European countries fear 
acts of terrorism by Islamic fundamenta-
lists. As a result of increasing scepticism to-
wards Islam, more Muslims are experien-
cing discrimination (the European Union 
Agency for Fundamental Rights 2006).

8.8. Religiousness in the 
population 

The ordinary surveys of living conditions 
contain little information about religion 
and religious practice in the population 
as a whole. The exceptions here are the 
survey of people’s values (1996) and the 
Culture and Media Use Survey, which 
include questions on participation in 
meetings of religious and philosophical 
communities (Vaage 2004). The European 
Society Survey (ESS) is conducted in more 
than 20 countries with varying topics. In 
2006, the respondents were asked about 
religious activities and the signifi cance of 
religion in their life. The questions in ESS 
use a slightly diff erent scale than in the 
Survey of Living Conditions among Im-
migrants, but using ESS as our source we 
can make a few simple comparisons of the 
signifi cance of religion in the population 
of Norway as a whole with the immigrants 
and Norwegian-born to immigrant parents 
in the survey of living conditions. 

In the survey of living conditions among 
immigrants, the respondents were asked 
about the religious faith they were brought 

up with and whether they still adhere 
to the same religion. The survey also 
provides an indication of how important 
religion is in the immigrants’ lives, their 
religious activity, and how easy or diffi  cult 
it is for them to practise their religion in 
Norway. 

8.9. Most Muslims in the sample
Islam and Catholicism are the two most 
common religions among the ten groups 
included in the survey. On average for all 
the national groups in the survey, more 
than six out of ten were raised as Muslims, 
while one in ten were raised as Catholics. 
Hinduism and Buddhism are two other 
major world religions that are relati-
vely poorly represented in our sample, at 
roughly 6 per cent each. Another 6 per 
cent state that they were not brought up 
with a religion.

8.10. Tell me where you come 
from and I’ll tell you what 
you believe…

There is a huge variation in faith among 
the diff erent national groups. Among 

Figure 8.3. Religion the interviewee was brought 
up in. Per cent

Islam
  65,1%

Catholi-
    cism
    10,9%

Don’t be-
long to a
religion
6,7%

Buddhism
   6,3%

Hinduism 6,0%

Protestant Church 1,8%
Orthodox Christianity 1,5%

Other religions 1,5%
Judaism 0,2%

Source: Living Conditions among Immigrants 2005/2006,
Statistics Norway.
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those with backgrounds from Pakistan and 
Somalia, almost all were raised as Mus-
lims. A large majority (nine out of ten) of 
the immigrants from Iraq and Turkey were 
also raised at Muslims. Seven out of ten 
among those with backgrounds from Iran 
were raised as Muslims, but half of the 
Iranians in Norway state that they do not 
adhere to this religion today.

There is also a relatively large pro-
portion of Muslims among those with 
backgrounds from Bosnia-Herzegovina 
and Serbia and Montenegro, at 66 and 
77 per cent respectively. In Serbia and 
Montenegro, orthodox Christianity is the 
most common religion adhered to by an 
estimated 65 per cent of the population. 
However, in our sample, only some 10 per 
cent of the immigrants from Serbia and 
Montenegro are Orthodox Christians. The 
reason for this relatively large diff erence 
is that the majority of the immigrants in 
Norway from Serbia and Montenegro are 
refugees from the Kosovo province, where 
most people are Albanians and Muslims. 
Among immigrants from the former Yugo-
slavia, we also fi nd a sizeable group who 
state they were raised without a religion. 
The immigrants from Chile are an excep-
tion, with Catholicism as the dominant 
faith. More than eight out of ten Chileans 
in Norway were raised as Catholics. Im-
migrants and Norwegian-born to immi-
grant parents from Vietnam and Sri Lanka 
have a more varied religious background 
than the other immigrant groups in the 
survey of living conditions. Five out of ten 
Vietnamese were raised as Buddhists and 
three out of ten as Catholics. Immigrants 
from Sri Lanka are predominantly Hindus 
(seven out of ten), but two out of ten are 
Catholics. 

Our sample has a higher proportion of 
Muslims than in the immigrant popula-
tion as a whole as the number of Muslim 

countries among the top ten immigrant 
countries is relatively high. 

8.11. Do they still belong to the 
same religion?

The immigrants and Norwegian-born to 
immigrant parents who were brought 
up with a religion were asked if they still 
belonged to this religion. The purpose 
of asking this question was to fi nd out 
whether many change their religious con-
viction after settling in Norway, or if they 
continue to practise the religion they were 
brought up with (fi gure 8.4). 

Seven out of eight say that they have kept 
the religion they grew up with, but there 
is a large variation between the national 
groups. Roughly half of all the Iranians say 
that they no longer belong to the religion 
they were raised with. This must be seen in 
the context of the fact that many Iranians 
in Norway are secular and have fl ed from 
a religious regime. Chileans also tend to 
have a relatively high drop-out rate, with 
four out of ten saying that they no longer 

Figure 8.4. Do you belong to this religion today? 
By country background. Per cent
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belong to the religion they were brought 
up with. Among immigrants from Serbia-
Herzegovina, Turkey, Iraq and Vietnam, 
approximately one in ten have abandoned 
their childhood faith, compared with only 
1-2 per cent of immigrants from Somalia 
and Pakistan.

8.12. How important is religion in 
your life?

In the survey, the respondents were asked 
to rank how important religion is in their 
life on a scale from 1 to 10, where 1 means 
«not important at all» and 10 means «very 
important». 5 was taken as the midpoint 
on the scale. This scale must be taken as 
running from secular to religious, where 
a score of 1 means the respondent has a 
secular world view, and 10 means that 
religion is a very important part of the 
person’s life. In the survey, one in ten 
immigrants say that religion is not at all 
important in their life, while four out of 
ten say that religion is very important. 
Roughly one in ten place themselves in the 
middle of the scale (fi gure 8.5). 

Iranians are the most secular immigrant 
group, with 40 per cent saying that reli-
gion is not important to them. Around 25 
per cent of the immigrants from Chile and 
Bosnia-Herzegovina say the same, com-
pared with just under 20 per cent of the 
immigrants from Serbia and Montenegro 
saying that religion is not important in 
their lives. Somalians represent the other 
extreme, with nine out of ten saying that 
religion is very important. A total of 65 per 
cent of Pakistanis state that religion is very 
important, whereas slightly less than 50 
per cent of Turks and Sri Lankans chose 10 
on the scale. 

Figure 8.5 shows the mean score for how 
important religion is for women and men 
with diff erent national backgrounds. If 
we look at the immigrant population as a 

whole, the mean score is 6.9, and in all the 
groups, women claim to be more religious 
than men: 7.3 compared with 6.6 respec-
tively. The gender diff erence is greatest 
among Iraqis and Sri Lankans. Immigrants 
from Somalia and Pakistan are the most 
religious with an average score of 9.8 and 
9.0 respectively, while immigrants from 
Iran, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Serbia and 
Montenegro and Chile all have a score of 5 
or less and are thus the most secular of the 
immigrants in the survey. 

8.13. Religiousness in the popula-
tion as a whole 

As already mentioned, there is no directly 
comparable data on the importance of re-
ligion in the ordinary surveys of living con-
ditions that cover the entire population. 
However, we can gain an overview of the 
importance of religion for all Norwegians 
by looking at the data from the European

Figure 8.5. Ranking how important religion is 
in your life. 1 = not important at all 10 = Very 
important. By country background and sex
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Society Survey (ESS). In the ESS in 
2006, the respon dents were asked to plot 
themselves on a scale from 0-10, where 0 
indicated that they are not religious and 
10 indicated that religion is very impor-
tant in their lives. The scale used in ESS 
is thus slightly diff erent from the one we 
used in our survey of living conditions 
among immigrants, where the lowest score 
was 1. The survey showed that roughly 15 
per cent of the Norwegian sample stated 
that they were not religious (score 0); and 
with a mean score 3.5 (calculated into a 
10 point scale), the population of Norway 
was ranked as one of the least religious 
populations in Europe. The corresponding 
scores in Sweden and Denmark were 3.2 
and 3.9, while Cyprus and Poland were 
the most religious nations with average 
scores of 6.4 and 5.9 respectively. 

The average score for the ten immigrant 
groups in our survey was 6.9 per cent. This 
indicates that religion is generally more 
important to immigrant groups in our sur-
vey than in the population as a whole.

8.14. Religious activity
The question on how important religion is 
in immigrants’ lives revealed that immi-
grant women are slightly more religious 
than their male counterparts, but this dif-
ference is not refl ected in religious activity. 
On average, men in our survey attend 20 
religious gatherings or prayers arranged 
by a religious community a year (this does 
not include baptisms, confi rmations, wed-
dings or funerals). By contrast, immigrant 
women attend half as many gatherings 
on average: 10 a year. On average, immi-
grants and Norwegian-born to immigrant 
parents attend 15 religious gatherings in a 
year. In the total population, the average 
is four religious meetings in a year (Vaage 
2004). 

However, there is greater variation in the 
degree of religious activity among the 
national groups than between women and 
men (fi gure 8.6). While Bosnians go to the 
Mosque a couple of times a year, Pakista-
nis go on average 30 times a year. Somalis 
and Turks are also frequent Mosque-goers, 
with an average of 25 visits a year. It 

Figure 8.6.Over the last 12 months, how many 
times have you attended religious 
gatherings or prayers arranged by a 
religious community? By country back-
ground and gender. Number
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should be pointed out that there are major 
diff erences between men and women 
among Pakistanis, Somalis and Turks, 
with men being far more religiously active 
than women with the same background. 
On average, Pakistani men go the Mosque 
50 times a year, Somali men 35 times and 
Turkish men just under 30 times a year, 
whereas women with the same back-
ground attend religious gatherings 12, 11 
and 15 times a year respectively. Religi-
ous activity is lower in the other national 
groups, and the gender diff erences are 
smaller. Women with a background from 
Chile stand out here in that they are more 
religiously active than men with the same 
background. 

Diff erent settlement patterns may also 
serve to explain some of the huge diff e-
rences we see in religious activity. While 
Pakistanis, Turks and Somalis are largely 
concentrated in Oslo, and many Turks also 
live in Drammen, Bosnians tend to live 
all over Norway. For Iraqis, among whom 
a relatively large proportion state that 
religion is very important in their lives, 
duration of residence may help explain the 
surprisingly low level of religious activity. 
Many Iraqis have come to Norway quite 
recently as refugees, and it often takes 
some time for recent arrivals to establish 
a religious community or move to a place 
where there is a Mosque where they feel at 
home. 

8.15. Faith and life
If we look at the two dimensions of religi-
ous activity and the importance of religion 
in the individual’s life together (see fi gure 
8.7), we fi nd a clear correlation between 
faith and life. People who say that religion 
does not play an important role in their life 
are also less religiously active.

The fi ndings here indicate that people 
from Bosnia-Herzegovina, Serbia and 

Montenegro and Iran, most of whom were 
raised as Muslims, are more secular than 
Muslims with backgrounds from Pakis-
tan, Somalia and Turkey. They are less 
religiously active, consistently state that 
religion plays a minor role in their life, and 
many no longer believe in the religion they 
were raised with. 

In the Survey of Living Conditions Among 
Immigrants 1996, the respondents were 
also asked about degree of religious acti-
vity, but were asked to choose between six 
predefi ned groups of frequency of religi-
ous activity. It is therefore not possible to 
compare the results directly. However the 
fi gures from 1996 do reveal that Iranians 
also attended the fewest religious gathe-
rings at that time, along with immigrants 
from the former Yugoslavia (as it was 
known at that time, and did not include 
Bosnia-Herzegovina). Then followed Sri 
Lankans, Somalians, Chileans and Vietna-
mese. In 1996, the Somalians were a rela-
tively new refugee population in Norway, 

Figure 8.7 Religious activity and the importance 
of religion, by country background

Mean score on importance of religion

Source: Living Conditions among Immigrants 2005/2006 and 
Culture and Media Use Survey 2004, Statistics Norway; and
European Social Survey 2006.
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and they appear to have become more 
religiously active as a group over time, 
which supports the theory put forward 
concerning Iraqis in the last paragraph. 
As in 2006, Pakistanis and Turks were 
most active in 1996 in terms of attending 
religious gatherings and organised prayer 
meetings.

According to the Culture and Media Use 
Survey from 2004, the population’s av-
erage level of religious activity, measured 
in the number of religious gatherings at-
tended, was just over four meetings a year. 
The average level of religious activity mea-
sured in number of gatherings attended is 
thus three times higher for the immigrants 
in this survey than in the population as a 
whole. 

8.16. How easy is it to practise a 
religion?

On average for all the national groups, 
slightly more than 60 per cent believe that 
it is easy or very easy for them to prac-
tise their religion in Norway (fi gure 8.8). 
Roughly 20 per cent think it is neither easy 
nor diffi  cult, while 15 per cent think it is 
diffi  cult. 

At 30 per cent, the Pakistanis have the 
highest proportion of people who think 
it is diffi  cult to practise their religion, fol-
lowed by Somalians and Sri Lankans with 
around 20 per cent. It is interesting that 
so many immigrants from Sri Lanka, who 
are not Muslims, report that it is diffi  cult 
to practise their religion. Sri Lankans are 
one of the national groups that experience 
least discrimination in other areas, such 
as in working life. For the other national 
groups, the proportion fi nding it diffi  cult 
to practise their religion is around 10 per 
cent. Among Iranians, more than 20 per 
cent do not know whether it is easy or dif-
fi cult to practise their religion in Norway. 
In light of the other fi ndings about the im-
migrants from Iran, it may be pertinent to 
take this as indicating that many Iranians 
are not religious and therefore do not have 
any opinions on this matter. All the other 
groups have a much lower share that do 
not know.

The answers concerning how easy or 
diffi  cult it is to practise their religion in 
Norway tend to indicate that it is gene-
rally easy to practise a religion in Norway. 
Nevertheless, we must not overlook the 
fact that more than a quarter of the immi-
grants and Norwegian-born to immigrant 
parents from Pakistan think it is diffi  cult 
or very diffi  cult to practise their religion in 
Norway.

Figure 8.8.Diffi cult or easy to practise a religion in 
Norway? By country background. Per cent
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Data basis for Statistics Norway›s migration statistics

Kåre Vassenden

9. Data basis for Statistics Norway’s 
migration statistics

Prerequisites for comprehensive and reliable statistics in the fi eld of migration and immi-
grants («migration statistics») are the existence of relevant data, these data being available 
for the statistical offi  ce, and legal and technical opportunities for processing the data and 
making them feasible for the production of statistics.

9.1. The data capture
In general, Statistics Norway obtains data 
for the production of person statistics from

nationwide administrative registers• 

institutions or agencies each covering • 
limited geographical areas

direct collection from the informants via • 
interviews, postal surveys and complete 
counts.

The data collection from the registers and 
institutions is based on the right the Statis-
tics Act gives Statistics Norway to exploit 
such data sources for the production of 
statistics.

The administrative register data form 
the basis for drawing samples, and are 
subsequently linked to supplement the 
survey data. In this way the access to good 
register data is a basic prerequisite for all 
Norwegian migration statistics, even those 
that are based on surveys.

In addition to the data retrieved exter-
nally, Statistics Norway has considerable 

amounts of data from earlier data collec-
tions. These data also represent an impor-
tant source for the production of statistics.

Statistics referring to immigrants are 
mainly based on counting people. In other 
cases the unit is events or circumstances 
related to persons. Almost all accessible 
data for such statistics are at individual 
level.

9.2. The most important ID 
number series

Most of the individual data that Statistics 
Norway receives has a Personal Identi-
fi cation Number (PIN) as identifi cation. 
However,  the so-called D-number is also 
used in certain cases, and other number 
series are used in relation to data from the 
Immigrant Administration.

PINs are assigned by the Population Regis-
try and registered in the Central Popula-
tion Register (CPR) database. The popula-
tion registration system is a part of the Tax 
Administration. Everyone born in Norway 
receives a PIN, as do immigrants that 
meet the conditions for being registered 
as resident in Norway. In addition, some 
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smaller categories are given a PIN even if 
they have never resided in Norway (e.g. 
children of Norwegian citizens abroad).

At the beginning of 2008 there were al-
most 7.4 million PINs in the CPR, covering 
7.16 million people. In addition to the 4.7 
million residents at that time, the CPR 
contained almost 2 million deceased per-
sons and 440 000 emigrants that have ever 
resided in Norway since the establishment 
of the register in 1964. In addition to PINs, 
the CPR contains of course information 
related to the population registration.

The D-number is assigned to persons that 
do not qualify for a PIN, but nevertheless 
have economic relations with the Norwe-
gian authorities. The Tax Administration is 
also responsible for this number, and the 
D-number register forms part of the CPR 
database. More than 1 million D-numbers 
have been assigned through the years. 
The D-number has the same format as the 
PIN, with the exception of the date of birth 
(the two fi rst digits), which is increased by 
40. If a person that only has a D-number 
immigrates to Norway (i.e. is registered in 
the population register as resident), a link 
from the D-number to the PIN is estab-
lished. In many ways, the PIN and the 
D-number belong to one and the same ID 
number series. Otherwise, very little infor-
mation is connected to the D-numbers.

In the Norwegian Directorate of Immigra-
tion, a DUF number is assigned to almost 
everyone that is registered in the Aliens 
Register (UDB). For those with both a DUF 
number and a PIN (or D-number), there 
are arrangements in place to ensure that 
this connection is stored in both the UDB 
and CPR.  The coverage of old registra-
tions, however, is not as good as could be 
hoped.

9.3. Processing the data
The data basis for immigrant statistics is 
normally only one part of the data basis 
used for the production of the statistics 
for the total population, but some data 
sources are particular to persons with an 
immigrant background.

When data are received in Statistics 
Norway they are subject to extensive 
processing before they can be utilised in 
the production of statistics and/or as input 
for other data development projects. Data 
are checked and repaired or improved in 
diff erent ways during the processing stage. 
New variables that are more suitable for 
the statistics are often produced. Infor-
mation from previous editions or other 
sources are often matched up.

The quality can be improved when utili-
sing data from several sources. Matching 
is also necessary when data from diff erent 
fi elds shall be merged. When combining 
data in new ways, new knowledge can 
emerge. Extensive matching between dif-
ferent sources can often lead to diffi  culties 
in selecting only one specifi c source for 
a certain processed variable or complete 
data set.

The PIN has been a key in the production 
and development of social statistics in 
Norway. The existence of this ID number 
series in practically all relevant input regis-
ters enables the simple and secure forming 
of links.

In Statistics Norway, the base variables are 
produced in one place and then distribu-
ted to the subject areas that need them in 
their production of statistics. There the va-
riables are linked by means of the PIN. For 
example, who are classed as immigrants is 
decided one place, the level of education 
another place, and income a third.
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This exchange of data between subject are-
as and the preparation of data for research 
projects mean that in principle there are 
two objectives with data production in Sta-
tistics Norway. The data shall be suitable 
for both the direct production of statistics 
and as input to other data development 
processes.  All data in Statistics Norway 
eventually becomes diff erent kinds of 
statistics, but prior to that happening, data 
are needed as individual level data. 

From a legal perspective, data from admi-
nistrative primary registers and separate 
collections become «statistical registers» 
as soon as they are received in Statistics 
Norway. This means that these data shall 
only be used for the production of statisti-
cal data and statistics. The use of registers 
in Statistics Norway is governed by the 
Statistics Act and the Personal Data Act.

Technically, registers and variables do not 
become statistical until they have been 
through a preparation process that turns 
them into something other than the origi-
nal, administrative data. 

9.4. The Norwegian register 
society is integrated and 
comprehensive

What characterises Norway and some 
other countries (primarily the Nordic 
countries) with regard to administrative 
register sources, is that they cover a relati-
vely large part of society at large, that the 
quality of the registers is relatively high, 
and that there is contact between registers 
that enables a certain degree of coordi-
nation. Additionally in the Norwegian 
society, and not only internally in Statis-
tics Norway, data are exchanged between 
registers that are responsible for each 
administration area.

The key role of the CPR for personal data 
in Statistics Norway has already been 

mentioned. For migration statistics, data 
from the Aliens Register and the Adoption 
Register are signifi cant, both directly and 
indirectly (via the CPR).

The education statistics are partly based 
on administrative systems, partly on data 
directly from the educational establish-
ments and otherwise from bodies such 
as the Norwegian State Educational Loan 
Fund and the Norwegian Welfare and 
Labour Administration. The latter agency, 
with its Employees Register, is the most 
important supplier for the labour market 
statistics, which also utilises the Tax Re-
turn Register and the Register of End-of-
the-Year Certifi cates. The most important 
sources for the income statistics are vari-
ous registers in the Tax Administration. 

Several other administrative registers are 
also used in Statistics Norway.

9.5. The sources for the classifi ca-
tion of persons by immigrant 
background

In Statistics Norway, what is classifi ed as 
immigration and who have immigrant 
backgrounds is defi ned in the popula-
tion statistics system. Central immigrant 
statistics variables are citizenship, change 
of citizenship, country of birth, immigrant 
category and country background, reason 
for immigration and fi rst date of immigra-
tion.

As the source for these variables, notifi -
cations received from the CPR are mainly 
used, but data on country of origin from 
the Population and Housing Census 1970, 
for example, are used to supplement the 
information from the population registra-
tion system. 
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Data from the Aliens Register is used to 
produce the reason for immigration va-
riable, in addition to demographic data in 
Statistics Norway.

From the «core» of migration statistics, 
represented by fi les with country of birth 
and other population data, individual level 
data are forwarded to subject areas such 
as education, population census, health, 
national insurance, crime, labour market, 
income, interview and so on, for linking to 
the data fi les of these subject areas. 
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Overview of immigrant-related statistics

According to Statistics Norway’s general publication strategy where the Internet is the main 
channel of distribution, all immigrant-related statistics are released on the Statistics Nor-
way website. New statistics are released at www.ssb.no. Statistics Norway has a dedicated 
web page with an overview of immigrant-related statistics, http://www.ssb.no/english/
subjects/00/00/10/innvandring_en/, which contains links to the diff erent subject fi elds and 
publications. 

References to the web pages for the diff erent subject areas are given below, and at the end is a 
list of immigrant-related articles and special publications.  

Population statistics
The following population statistics are pro-
duced annually: 

Population statistics. Immigrant popu-• 
lation (http://www.ssb.no/english/
subjects/02/01/10/innvbef_en/)

Population statistics. Population by • 
age, sex, marital status and citizens-
hip (http://www.ssb.no/english/
subjects/02/01/10/folkemengde_en/)

Population statistics. Naturalisa-• 
tions (http://www.ssb.no/english/
subjects/02/02/statsborger_en/)

Population statistics. Adoptions • 
(http://www.ssb.no/english/
subjects/02/02/10/adopsjon_en/)

Population statistics. Refugees • 
(http://www.ssb.no/english/
subjects/02/01/10/fl yktninger_en/)

Population statistics. Immigration and • 
emigration (http://www.ssb.no/eng-
lish/subjects/02/02/20/innvutv_en/

Population statistics. Immigrant popu-• 
lation by reason for immigration (http://
www.ssb.no/english/subjects/02/01/10/
innvgrunn_en/)

Population statistics. Marriages and • 
divorces (http://www.ssb.no/english/
subjects/02/02/30/ekteskap_en/) 

Education statistics
The following education statistics are 
produced annually (http://www.ssb.no/
english/subjects/04/): 

Education statistics. Day care centres, • 
pre-schools  (http://www.ssb.no/eng-
lish/subjects/04/02/10/

Education statistics. Pupils in pri-• 
mary and lower secondary school 
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(http://www.ssb.no/english/
subjects/04/02/20/utgrs_en/)

Education statistics. Adult educa-• 
tion (http://www.ssb.no/english/
subjects/04/02/50/)

Educational statistics. Pupils in upper • 
secondary education. (http://www.
ssb.no/english/subjects/04/02/30/
utvgs_en/)

Education statistics. Throughput of • 
pupils in upper secondary educa-
tion (http://www.ssb.no/english/
subjects/04/02/30/vgogjen_en/)

Education statistics. Pupils and stu-• 
dents (http://www.ssb.no/english/
subjects/04/02/utelstud_en/)

Education statistics. Students in univer-• 
sities and colleges (http://www.ssb.no/
english/subjects/04/02/40/utuvh_en/)

Education statistics. Population’s level of • 
education (http://www.ssb.no/english/
subjects/04/01/utniv_en/)

In 1998, a special survey was conducted 
on immigrants’ levels of education. The 
fi ndings are published here: 

Education statistics. Immigrants’ levels • 
of education, 1998 (http://www.ssb.no/
english/subjects/04/01/utinnv_en/)

Labour market statistics
Unemployment and labour market scheme 
fi gures for immigrants are published every 
quarter.   Statistics on employment and 
ownership by the 4th quarter are produced 
annually. 

Registered unemployment among im-• 
migrants, quarterly (http://www.ssb.no/
english/subjects/06/03/innvarbl_en/)

Register-based employment statistics • 
for immigrants, 4th quarter (http://www.
ssb.no/english/subjects/06/01/innvreg-
sys_en/)

Ownership and roles – survival and • 
growth in newly-established enter-
prises (http://www.ssb.no/english/
subjects/10/01/ner_en/)

Other Statistics• 

Statistics are regularly produced in other • 
areas. Other areas for which immigrant-
related statistics are produced on a 
regular basis:

Participation in the introduction pro-• 
gramme for immigrants (http://www.
ssb.no/en/introinnv/)

Political participation (• http://www.ssb.
no/english/subjects/00/01/)

Social assistance (• http://www.ssb.no/
english/subjects/03/04/30/soshjelpk_
en/)

Crime and justice (• http://www.ssb.no/
english/subjects/03/05/)

Attitudes towards immigrants and im-• 
migration (http://www.ssb.no/english/
subjects/00/01/30/innvhold_en/)

Statistical analysis in English
Four reports regarding immigration and 
immigrants have been published in Eng-
lish among the publication series Statisti-
cal analyses:

Mathisen, Bjørn (ed) (2006): Immigration 
and immigrants 2006. Statistical Analyses 
87, Statistics Norway
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Tronstad, Kristian Rose (ed) (2004): Im-
migration and immigrants 2004. Statistical 
Analyses 67, Statistics Norway 

Lie, Benedicte (2002): Immigration and 
immigrants 2002. Statistical Analyses 54, 
Statistics Norway

Lofthus, Eivind (ed) (1998): Immigrants in 
Norway. A summary of fi ndings. Statistical 
Analyses 27, Statistics Norway 

Various publications in English
Various publications have been published 
in English. This overview presents the dif-
ferent publications published on www.ssb.
no, from today and the last ten years.

Blom, Svein and Kristin Henriksen (eds.) 
(2009): Living Conditions Among Im-
migrants 2005/2006, Reports 2009/2, 
Statistics Norway.

Løwe, Torkil (2008): Living Conditions of 
Youth of Immigrant Origin. Young people 
who have grown up in Norway with parents 
from Pakistan, Turkey or Vietnam, Reports 
2008/51, Statistics Norway

Olsen, Bjørn (2008): Employment and 
education among young immigrants and 
Norwegian-born to immigrant parents. How 
diff erent are youth with backgrounds from 
Eastern Europe outside the EU, Asia, Africa 
and South and Central America compared 
to the majority?, Reports 2008/44, Statis-
tics Norway

Daugstad, Gunnlaug and Toril Sandnes 
(2008): Gender and migration. Similari-
ties and disparities among women and men 
in the immigrant population. Reports 
2008/10, Statistics Norway

Villund, Ole (2008): Immigrant partici-
pation in the Norwegian Labour Force 

Survey. 2006-2007, Documents 2008/7, 
Statistics Norway

Zhang, Li-Chun (2008): Developing 
methods for determining the numbers of 
unauthorised foreigners in Norway, Docu-
ments 2008/11, Statistics Norway  

Daugstad, Gunnlaug (2008): Facts about 
immigrants and their descendants 2007. 
Documents 2008/1, Statistics Norway

Daugstad, Gunnlaug (2006): Marriage 
patterns among immigrants in Norway: 
Who do immigrants in Norway marry? 
(http://www.ssb.no/vis/english/magazine/
art-2006-10-13-02-en.html), Magazine, 
Statistics Norway

Nygård, Geir and Gunnlaug Daugstad 
(2006): Immigrants and education: Dif-
ferences in education among immigrants 
(http://www.ssb.no/vis/english/magazine/
art-2006-05-23-01-en.html), Magazine, 
Statistics Norway

Blom, Svein (2004): Labour Market Inte-
gration of Refugees in Norway under Chang-
ing Macro-Economic Conditions. Reprints 
284, Statistics Norway

Hægeland Torbjørn, Lars J. Kirkebøen, 
Oddbjørn Raaum and Kjell. G. Salvanes 
(2004): Marks across lower secondary 
schools in Norway. What can be explained 
by the composition of pupils and school 
resources? Reports 2004/11, Statistics 
Norway

Blom, Svein (2002): Some Aspects of Im-
migrant Residential Concentration in Oslo. 
Time Trend and the Importance of Economic 
Causes, Reprints 224, Statistics Norway

Byberg, Ingvild Hauge (2002): Immigrant 
women in Norway. A summary of fi ndings 
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on demography, education, labour and in-
come. Reports 2002/23, Statistics Norway

Østby, Lars (2002): The Demographic 
Characteristics of Immigrant Population 
in Norway. Reports 2002/22. Statistics 
Norway

Østby, Lars (2002): Why Analyzing Im-
migrants? Ethical and Empirical Aspects. 
Reprints 213, Statistics Norway

Blom, Svein (1999): Residential Concentra-
tion Among Immigrants in Oslo, Reprints 
164, Statistics Norway
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